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DEARNE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1954. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  DEARNE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  this,  my  last  Annual 
Report  as  your  Medical  Othcer  of  Health,  and  in  these  circum- 
stances it  is  perhaps  not  unnatural  that  I should  look  back  over  the 
past  seven  years  during  the  time  I have  been  the  Medical  Orficer 
to  your  Authority. 

I have  in  mind  an  extract  from  my  Annual  Report  for  1948: 

“The  year  has  been  one  of  great  social  events  and 
changes  which  will  be  reflected  shortly  in  your  annual 
statistics.  My  appreciation  of  the  health  situation  in 
your  district  is  that  you  are  now  on  the  threshold  of 
a new  era  in  social  medicine.'' 

During  the  seven  years  it  is  observed  that  the  infant  death 
rate  has  fallen  from  55  in  1948  to  29.7  in  1954,  and  that  in  1952 
it  was  less  than  18  per  1,000  live  births.  A slow  and  steady 
diminution  in  the  crude  death  rate  has  taken  place  during  these 
years  and  the  birth  rate  has  remained  constantly  at  a figure 
appreciably  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales.  It  is 
pleasant  to  read  that  the  stillbirth  rate  during  this  period  has  been 
almost  halved  and  that  pulmonary  tuberculosis  has  accounted  for 
the  deaths  of  only  7 persons  compared  with  20  in  1948,  but  it 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  there  is  nothing  like  a similar  reduction 
in  the  number  of  notifications  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  in  fact 
these  numbers  have  not  appreciably  diminished. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  Order  for  the  clearance  of 
47  houses  in  Ladycroft  was  confirmed  by  the  Minister  in  October, 
and  I am  sure  that  w'ith  the  demolition  of  this  slum  property 
living  conditions  for  the  rehoused  tenants  will  be  immeasurably 
improved. 
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I am  also  glad  that  you  have  taken  the  advice  of  Mr. 
Allemby,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  myself  with  regard  to 
unlicenced  caravan  sites,  and  have  kept  your  district  relatively 
free  from  caravans  during  the  year. 

I wish  to  stress  the  need  for  the  protection  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age  against  Diphtheria.  If  this  disease  is  to  be  kept 
away  from  the  district,  more  young  children  at  eight  months  of 
age  should  be  protected  against  it  than  are  at  present,  either  at  the 
family  doctor  s surgery  or  at  the  child  welfare  centre.  Also  I 
am  disturbed  by  the  very  few  children  who  are  being  vaccinated 
in  infancy.  Smallpox  is  a disease  which  has  occurred  as  an  out- 
break in  this  country  in  the  last  year  or  so  and  also  with  modem 
quick  travelling  it  can,  and  is  imported  unwittingly  to  us.  Many 
more  healthy  children  about  four  months  of  age  should  be 
vaccinated  than  are  being  vaccinated  at  the  moment. 

Although  the  percentage  of  aged  persons  (men  over  the  age 
of  65  and  women  over  the  age  of  60)  is  only  7.4  of  the  whole 
population  (the  average  being  about  11  per  cent,  in  the  country 
as  a whole)  it  is  nevertheless  opportune  to  consider  the  provision 
of  even  more  homes  for  aged  persons  as  an  integral  part  of  future 
housing  estates. 

The  personal  health  services  have,  I think  it  will  be  agreed, 
developed  rapidly  during  the  last  few  years,  especially  the  work 
of  the  Home  .Nurses,  whose  nursing  attention,  particularly  of  the 
aged  sick,  is  appreciated  by  all. 

The  Health  Visiting  Service  has  also  developed  greatly,  so 
that  now  this  nurse  is  the  Family  Social  Worker  whose  work  is  of 
a selective  nature,  i.e.  to  visit  where  it  is  necessary  to  offer  advice 
and  help,  whilst  keeping  to  a reasonable  minimum  the  number 
of  visits  made  to  families  in  which  there  is  no  medico-social 
problem.  More  of  the  Health  Visitors’  time  is  now  taken  up  with 
visits  to  the  aged  and  the  after-care  of  tuberculosis  patients,  where 
there  is  complete  liaison  with  the  physicians  at  the  Chest  Clinic 
at  Mexborough. 

The  Midwives  continue  to  render  the  community  a great 
service  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  see  if  low  calorie  high  protein 
diet  during  pregnancy  will  help  to  minimise  the  incidence  of 
premature  births  and  thus  solve  the  greater  part  of  the  problem 
of  prematurity.  Because  of  the  appointment  of  Dr.  J.  C. 
MacWilliam  as  Joint  Obstetrician  with  the  Local  Health 
Authority  and  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board,  complete 
liaison  has  been  obtained  during  the  year  between  the  Montagu 
Hospital  and  the  ante-natal  clinics  with  beneficial  results  to 
expectant  mothers. 
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During  the  year  close  co-operation  has  been  maintained 
between  the  Pubhc  Health  Department  and  my  colleagues  in 
general  practice,  practising  in  tne  district,  whose  care  and  attention 
to  their  patients  cannot  be  overestimated;  also  between  the  Public 
Health  Department  and  the  local  hospitals  in  respect  of  the  care 
and  after-care  of  patients  in  the  various  hospitals  in  which  residents 
in  the  district  have  been  in-patients. 

I would  like  to  conclude  this  introduction  by  saying  how 
highly  I hold  in  regard  the  work  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Allemby  and  his 
Department,  also  the  fine  co-operation  I have  had  from  the  Clerk 
of  the  Council  and  indeed  from  all  officers. 

I wish  to  thank  my  own  staff  for  their  loyal  co-operation 
and  hard  work  during  the  year.  The  help  and  co-operation  I have 
received  from  Dr.  B.  R.  A.  Demaine  has  indeed  been  splendid 
and  in  leaving  the  district  I knew  that  the  work  of  safeguarding 
the  public  health  would  be  surely  and  efficiently  maintained. 

I would  also  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Council  for  all  the  help,  support  and  co-operation  I have 
received  from  them  during  the  tenure  of  my  appointment  as 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I am, 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  LEIPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population 
mid-1954  

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (31st  December,  1954) 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  

Net  Product  of  a Penny  Rate  


3,888 

25,620 

7,689 

£104,162 

£387 


By  reference  to  the  Table  below  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident  population  of  your  District 
is  1,000  higher  than  the  estimate  for  mid-1953,  and  1,380  higher 
than  for  1950. 


Correspondingly  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  The 
Deame  Urban  District  has  increased  by  428  over  last  year,  and 
by  1,064  over  1952. 


The  majority  of  these  dwellings  were  built  under  the  schemes 
undertaken  by  the  Coal  Industry’s  Housing  Association,  and  no 
doubt  the  increase  in  population  is  accounted  for  by  the  influx  of 
miners,  mainly  from  the  North  of  England  and  Scotland,  who  were 
offered  the  tenancy  of  these  National  Coal  Board  houses. 

The  rateable  value  is  the  highest  recorded  in  any  year  and 
has  increased  by  £13,000  since  1950.  The  net  product  of  a penny 
rate  is  £18  higher  than  in  1953  and  £84  higher  than  in  1950. 

A Table  is  included  below  comparing  the  above  statistics 
year  by  year  since  1950. 


DEARNE  U.  D. 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Area  (in  acres) 

3,888 

Registrar  General’s  esti- 
mate of  resident  popula- 

tion 

24,240 

24,240 

24,300 

24.620 

25,620 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  . . 

6,465 

6,499 

6,625 

7,261 

7,689 

Rateable  Value  (£’s) 

91,194 

91,834 

93,845 

96,954 

104,162 

Sum  represented  by  a 

penny  rate  (£’s) 

333 

334 

345 

369 

387 
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Vital  Statistics  for  1954 


Males  Females  Total 


Live  Births:  Legitimate  278  244  522 

Illegitimate  8 8 16 

Stillbirths  8 5 13 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  ...  10  6 16 

Deaths  (all  ages)  123  113  236 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population: — 

(Crude)  ...  21.0 

(Corrected)  ^Comparability  factor  0.96)  ...  20.2 

Stillbirths — Rate  per  1,000  Births  (Live  and  Still)  ...  23.6 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  9.2 

Corrected  Death  Rate  (*Comparability  factor  1.34)  ...  12.3 


*(To  make  an  approximate  allowance  for  the  way  in  which 
the  sex  and  age  distribution  for  the  local  population  differs 
from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  a compara- 
oihty  factor  is  applied  to  the  Crude  Birth  and  Death  Rates, 
and  when  these  have  been  so  adjusted  they  are  comparable 
for  statistical  purposes  with  similarly  adjusted  rates  for 
other  Districts  and  the  Crude  Rate  for  England  and 
Wales.) 

The  comparability  factor  is  derived  from  figures  obtained 
at  the  last  Census  and  other  estimates. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes: 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  total  (live 
Deaths  and  still)  Births 


Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  Nil  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  related  live  births  29.7 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 30.7 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births Nil 

Deaths  from: 

Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ' 54 

Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  ...  ...  7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  3 


8 


Live  Births: 

The  total  number  of  Live  Births  (Legitimate  and  Illegiti- 
mate), 538,  shows  an  increase  of  61  over  the  figure  for  1953,  and 
is  the  highest  number  recorded  since  1949  when  539  births  were 
registered  in  your  District.  The  adjusted  Birth  Rate  20.2  compares 
favourably  with  the  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  home  population  for 
England  and  Wales  of  15.2,  but  the  Rate  for  1954  for  your  District 
is  slightly  lower  than  the  corresponding  Rate  for  last  year. 

Three  fewer  illegitimate  births  were  registered  during  the 

year. 

Stillbirths: 

Thirteen  Stillbirths  were  registered  in  The  Deame  Urban 
District  during  1954,  three  more  than  the  number  registered  in  the 
year  1953.  The  Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births  has 
correspondingly  increased  in  your  area  from  20.5  in  1953  to  23.6  in 
1954.  However,  the  Rate  compares  favourably  with  the  average 
for  your  District  over  the  last  six  years.  The  Stillbirth  Rate  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole  in  1954  was  23.4  per  1,000  total 
Live  and  Stillbirths,  compared  with  22.5  for  1953. 

Deaths: 

A total  of  236  deaths  (at  all  ages)  was  recorded  in  The 
Deame  Urban  District  during  1954 — 123  males  and  113  females. 

Compared  with  the  previous  year  there  was  an  increase  of 
39  Deaths  registered  in  1954.  The  main  causes  of  death  were  as 
follows: — 

Cancer  ...  54 

Disease  of  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels  ...  101 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  17 

There  was  an  increase  of  19  in  the  number  of  Deaths  from 
Cancer  in  The  Dearne  Urban  District  during  1954  over  the  previous 
year,  and  it  will  be  noted  from  the  following  Table  that  this  is  the 
highest  total  of  deaths  from  this  disease  in  the  years  since  1948. 
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Deaths  from  Cancer 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 
stomach 

8 1 

3 3 

5 5 

5 4 

9 - 

3 6 

6 10 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 
bronchus 

4 - 

8 - 

4 - 

5 - 

4 3 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 
breast 

- 3 

- 3 

- 1 

- 8 

- 4 

- 2 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 
uterus  (F)  buccal 
cavity,  and  oesopha- 
gus (M) 

5 

1 4 

- 2 

- 3 

- 2 

- 2 

Other  Malignant  and 
Lymphatic  Neo- 
plasms including 
Leukaemia  and  Al- 
eukaemia 

15  14 

11  12 

6 4 

18  9 

13  11 

9 6 

17  10 

f Deaths  from  malignant  neoplasm  of  bronchus  were  not 
shown  separately  prior  to  1950  and  for  the  years  1948 
and  1949  they  are  included  in  "other  malignant  and 
lymphatic  neoplasms.’’ 

There  was  also  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
attributable  to  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels  during 
1954 — 101  deaths  against  a total  of  89  for  1953 — and  it  will  be  seen- 
therefore,  that  deaths  from  Malignant  Diseases  and  Diseases  of  the 
Heart  and  Blood  Vessels  account  for  two-thirds  of  the  total  deaths 
registered  in  The  Deame  during  the  year. 

I am  pleased  to  record  that  no  fatal  cases  of  Measles  and 
Whooping  Cough  occurred  during  last  year,  although  3 children 
under  the  age  of  2 died  from  causes  attributable  to  Gastro 
Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea. 


Seven  deaths  were  recorded  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
and  1 death  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  and  in  this  respect 
the  figures  are  the  same  as  for  1953. 

The  following  Table  lists  the  deaths  from  all  causes  which 
were  registered  in  your  District  during  the  year: — 
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Deaths  from  all  Causes  during  1954 


Cause  of  Death 

M 

F 

Total 

I. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

• . • 

4 

3 

7 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  

. . . 

1 

— 

1 

3- 

Syphilitic  disease 

. . . 

— 

— 

— 

4- 

Diphtheria  ...  

... 

— 

— 

— 

5- 

Whooping  Cough 

. . . 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

. . . 

— 

— 

— 

7- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

... 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  

... 

— 

— 

— 

9- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

. . . 

6 

10 

16 

ii. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

. . . 

4 

3 

7 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

. . . 

— 

2 

2 

13- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

... 

— 

2 

2 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

17 

10 

27 

15- 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

. . • 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

Diabetes  

• . . 

— 

1 

1 

i7- 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

. . . 

7 

21 

28 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

. . . 

21 

8 

29 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

... 

— 

7 

7 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

. . . 

15 

11 

26 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

. . . 

4 

7 

11 

22. 

Influenza  

• • . 

— 

1 

1 

23- 

Pneumonia  

. • • 

2 

1 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis  

. . . 

11 

3 

14 

25- 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

. . . 

4 

— 

4 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

. . . 

2 

— 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ... 

... 

2 

1 

3 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

• . . 

1 

2 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

. . . 

2 

— 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

. . . 

— 

— 

— 

3i- 

Congenital  malformations  

. . . 

2 

4 

6 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

. • • 

10 

12 

22 

33- 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

. . . 

2 

— 

2 

34- 

All  other  accidents  

. . . 

4 

4 

8 

35- 

Suicide 

. . . 

2 

— 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

123 

113 

236 

ii 


Infant  Mortality  and  Stillbirths 


Sixteen  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  died  during  1954, 
an  increase  of  two  over  the  total  for  the  previous  year.  As,  how- 
ever, there  was  a corresponding  increase  in  the  total  number  of 
Live  Births  registered  during  the  year,  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
for  your  District  rose  only  slightly  from  29.3  to  29.7  per  1,000 
related  live  births.  The  Infant  Death  Rate  for  The  Deame 
compares  with  a rate  of  25.5  per  1,000  related  live  births  which 
was  recorded  for  the  country  as  a whole  during  1954. 


The  number  of  Infant  Deaths  during  1954  is  about  average 
for  the  years  since  1949,  but  actually  shows  a reduction  of  one- 
third  in  the  number  of  Infant  Deaths  recorded  in  the  year  1949, 
when  the  number  of  Live  Births,  539,  was  similar  to  the  number 
recorded  last  year,  538. 

To  provide  a better  guide  to  the  trend  of  Infant  Mortality 
in  your  Area,  the  following  Table  compares  the  relative  figures  and 
rates  for  the  six  years  preceding  and  including  1948,  and  the  six 
years  since  divisionalisation. 


Period 

Number  of 
Live 
Births 

Number  of 
Still 
Births 

Number  of 
Deaths  of 
Infants 
Under 

1 year 

Still  Birth 
Rate  per 
1,090  live 
and  Still 
Births 

Inf.  Death 
Rate  per 
1,000  reltd. 
Live 
Births 

1943-48 

(inclusive) 

3,196 

93 

182 

28.3 

56.9 

1949-54 

(inclusive) 

2,997 

72 

93 

23.5 

31.4 

A comparison  of  the  figures  shows  a marked  reduction  in 
the  Infant  Death  Rate  and  some  progress  in  the  lowering  of  the 
Stillbirth  Rate.  I am,  therefore,  not  dissatisfied  with  the  results 
for  1954  as  I feel  that  the  progress  in  the  reduction  of  infant 
mortality  is  being  maintained,  and  I am  confident  that  if  the  advice 
regarding  diet,  rest,  etc.,  which  is  given  to.  expectant  mothers  at 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  is  still  further  accepted,  both  the  Stillbirth 
and  Infant  Death  Rates  will  be  gradually  further  reduced. 

The  following  Table  details  the  number  of  Live  Births,  Still- 
births. Infant  Deaths  and  Maternal  Deaths  recorded  in  your  District 
over  the  past  12  years. 
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Year 

Live 

Births 

Still 

Births 

Deaths  of 
Infants  under 
1 year 

Maternal 

Deaths 

1943 

483 

13 

34 

— 

1944 

582 

20 

33 

1 

1945 

527 

9 

36 

— 

1946 

547 

19 

23 

— 

1947 

566 

11 

29 

— 

1948 

491 

21 

27 

— 

1949 

539 

8 

24 

1 

1950 

527 

15 

13 

1 

1951 

466 

16 

18 

— 

1952 

450 

10 

8 

2 

1953 

477 

10 

14 

— 

1954 

538 

13 

16 

— 

It  will  be  seen  that  during  1954  there  were  16  deaths  of 
infants  under  1 year  of  age,  and  the  following  Tables  analyse  the 
cause  of  death,  the  age  at  death  and  the  time  of  the  year  at  which 
these  infants  died. 


Cause  of  Death 

AGE  AT  DEATH 

Weeks 

Mo 

nths 

Un- 

der 

1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

1-2 

2-3 

3-6 

6 9 

9-12 

Total 

Prematurity 

4 

1 

5 

Congential 

Malformations 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Pneumonia  and 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

3 

Gastro  Enteritis 

1 

1 

1 

3 

TOTAL 

5 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

16 

Infant  Deaths 


January  ... 

February 

March 


First 

Quarter 

2 


April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October  . 

November 

December 


Second 

Quarter 

4 

Third 

Quarter 

5 

Fourth 

Quarter 

5 


The  following  Table  compares  the  various  rates  and  statistics 
for  the  Deame  Urban  District  with  the  corresponding  rates  for  the 
aggregate  of  Urban  Districts  in  the  West  Riding  and  secondly  with 
the  rates  for  the  whole  of  the  Administrative  County: — 
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0.80 

0.89 

S3SB3SIQ 
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1.22 
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4.88 

4.54 
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squig 

21.0 
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15.1 

Total 

Live 

and 

Still 

Births 

551 

17,505 

24,806 

DISTRICT 

The  Dearne  U. 
Aggregate  of  Urban 
Districts  in  the  West 
Riding 

Administrative  County 
of  the  West  Riding  . . 
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* Rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths.  t Rate  per  1,000  related  live  births. 


SECTION  B. 


1.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area: 

Full  particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  your 
Authority  are  printed  at  the  beginning  of  this  Report. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Medical  Research  Council  Laboratory  at  Wakefield 
under  its  Medical  Director,  Dr.  L.  A.  Little,  provides  facilities  for 
the  bacteriological  examination  of  throat  swab  and  faeces  samples 
for  infectious  diseases,  tuberculosis  cultures,  water  samples,  milk 
tests  and  ice-cream  samples,  etc. 

Where  samples  of  blood  of  expectant  mothers  require  testing 
for  Rh  factor  and  Kahn  examination,  these  are  submitted  to  the 
Regional  Blood  Transfusion  Laboratory  at  Sheffield. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities 

The  ambulance  facilities  for  the  area  are  controlled  by  the 
County  Ambulance  Officer,  and  the  local  Depot  at  Dunford 
House,  Wath-on-Deame,  provides  the  vehicles  for  the  service  in 
this  Area.  Seven  ambulances  were  available  in  1954. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  Home  Nursing  Staff  employed  in  Bolton -on-Deame, 
Goldthorpe  and  Thumscoe  at  the  31st  December,  1954,  consisted 
of  2 Queen’s  Nurses  and  1 State  Registered  Nurse,  all  of  whom 
were  in  possession  of  motor  cars  for  use  in  the  course  of  their  duties. 
One  of  these  cars  was  provided  by  the  County  Council  in  1954.  A 
further  Queen’s  Nurse  resident  in  your  Area  provided  relief  for 
these  three  Nurses  and  also  assisted  in  Mexborough.  This  Nurse 
was  also  authorised  to  use  a car  on  official  business  during  the  year. 

The  following  are  the  number  of  visits  made  by  Home 
Nurses  to  patients  in  The  Deame  Urban  District  during  the  last 
5 years: — 


1950  — 

10,261 

1951 

12,687 

1952  — 

11,825 

1953  — 

12,496 

1954  — 

14,984 
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It  wU  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  number  of  nursing 
visits  made  in  your  District  is  gradually  increasing,  and  the  number 
of  visits  in  1954  is  analysed  as  follows,  with  the  figures  for  the 


Division  as  a whole  shown  in 

brackets: — 

No.  of  Cases  Attended 

No.  of  Visits  paid 

by  Home  Nurses 

by  Home  Nurses 

Classification  during  the  year 

during  the  year 

1.  Medical 

7°3 

(1,640) 

n.458  (35.210) 

2.  Surgical 

149 

(456) 

2,199 

(70381 

3.  Infectious  Diseases 

5 

(8) 

40 

(127) 

4.  Tuberculosis 

7 

(22) 

247 

(573) 

5.  Maternal  Complications 

4 

(23) 

40 

(250) 

868  (2,149) 

14,984  (43,198) 

Patients  included  in  the 

above  who  were  aged  65  or 
over  at  the  time  of  the  first 

visit  during  the  year 

Children  included  in  the 

165 

(494) 

4,647 

0 

b 

above  who  were  under  5 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
the  first  visit  during  the  Year 

183 

(322) 

1,225 

(2,749) 

Patients  included  in  the 
above  who  have  had  more 
than  24  visits  during  the 
Year 

79 

(237) 

4-376 

(l6,580) 

The  number  of  visits  paid  both  to  patients  aged  65  or  over 
and  under  5 years  of  age  has  decreased  slightly  on  the  figures 
recorded  in  1953.  Nevertheless  with  the  shortage  of  beds  in  chronic 
hospitals,  the  work  of  the  Home  Nurse  in  conjunction  with  the 
provision  of  a Home  Help  has  been  invaluable  in  the  nursing  of 
aged  persons. 

The  Home  Nursing  Service  is  probably  the  most  appreciated 
service  provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics,  including  Clinics  used  solely 
for  Diagnosis  and  Consultation. 

Child  Welfare  Centres 

There  are  two  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  The  Deame  area 
accommodated  in  hired  premises,  and  both  are  not  entirely  satis- 
factory for  this  purpose.  There  is  need  for  a proper  building, 
fully  equipped  with  all  modem  amenities,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
suitable  premises  will  be  provided  at  Goldthorpe  within  the  next 
three  or  four  years. 
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Sessions  at  the  present  Clinics  were  held  as  follows  in  1954: 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Miners’  Welfare  Hall,  Washington  Road, 

Goldthorpe 

Monday:  9.30  a. m.  to  12  noon  — Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon  — Mental  Health  Group  Training 

Class 

2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.  — Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
Thursday:  2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.  — Ante-Natal  Clinic 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Central  Hall,  Houghton  Road,  Thurnscoe 

Monday:  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon  — Minor  Ailments  Clinic 
2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.  — Infant  Welfare  Clinic 

Tuesday:  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m.  — Infant  Welfare  and  Immunisation 

Clinic 

Friday:  9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon  — Minor  Ailments  Clinic 

9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon  — Mental  Health  Group  Training 

Class 

2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.  — Ante-Natal  Clinic 

(e)  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

The  following  Tables  indicate  the  attendances  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics  in  your  Area  during  1954,  and  the  comparative 
figures  for  the  previous  three  years  are  also  included: — 


(i) 

Goldthorpe 

1954 

1953 

1952 

I95i 

Under  1 year  of  age  . 

2,311 

2,060 

2<  193 

2,698 

Over  1 year  of  age  ... 

326 

430 

316 

496 

279  individual  children  attended 
Welfare  Sessions  during  1954. 

the 

Infant 

(ii) 

Thurnscoe 

1954 

1953 

1952 

I95i 

Under  1 year  of  age 

• 3 >343 

3,406 

3’423 

3’5°4 

Over  1 year  of  age  .. 

775 

695 

819 

874 

447  individual  children  attended 
Welfare  Sessions  during  1954. 

the 

Infant 

After  the  28th  June,  1954,  the  Local  Health  Authority  took 
over  from  the  Ministry  of  Food,  the  responsibility  for  the  distri- 
bution of  welfare  foods  such  as  National  Dried  Milk,  Orange  Juice, 
Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin  A and  D Capsules.  Supplies  were 
available  to  the  public  during  Infant  Welfare  and  Ante-Natal  Clinic 
Sessions. 

(f)  Ante-Natal  Cinlcs 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  were  held  at  Goldthorpe  and  Thurnscoe 
Child  Welfare  Centres  at  the  times  indicated  above,  and  Dr.  J.  C. 
MacWilliam  was  in  medical  charge. 
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At  Goldthorpe,  291  expectant  mothers  made  1-258  attend- 
ances during  the  year,  whilst  at  Thumscoe  247  expectant  mothers 
made  1,163  attendances.  These  figures  indicate  that  there  was  a 
total  increase  of  155  patients  and  400  more  attendances  made  at 
the  Clinics  during  1954  than  in  1953. 

At  these  Clinics  particular  attention  was  paid  to  the  diet  of 
the  expectant  mother,  and  copies  of  suitable  diet  sheets  were  made 
available.  Large  issues  were  also  made  of  tablets  containing  iron 
and  calcium  preparation. 

Due  to  the  lack  of  suitable  accommodation,  Ante-Natal 
Relaxation  Classes  could  not  be  instituted  in  your  District,  but 
expectant  mothers  desirous  of  attending  these  could  do  so  at 
Mexborough  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

(g)  Chest  Clinics 

The  Chest  Clinic  is  situated  at  Whateley  House,  Cemetery 
Road,  Mexborough,  and  during  1954  was  under  the  medical  charge 
of  Drs.  F.  C.  N.  Holden,  R.  L.  Sadler  and  M.  Maguire.  A Health 
Visitor  attended  sessions  at  the  Chest  Clinic  on  one  morning  of 
each  week,  and  her  duties  were  to  maintain  liaison  between  the 
medical  staff  of  the  Chest  Clinic  and  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment. 

(h)  Venereal  Disease  Clinic 

A treatment  and  diagnostic  clinic  is  held  at  12,  Frederick 
Street,  Rotherham,  and  there  are  other  clinics  at  Barnsley, 
Sheffield  and  Doncaster. 

(i)  General  Hospital  Services 

These  services  are  provided  mainly  by  the  Montagu 
Hospital,  Mexborough,  Barnsley  Beckett  Hospital  and  Moorgate 
General  Hospital,  Rotherham. 

After-care  service  for  patients  discharged  from  hospital  was 
continued  throughout  the  year,  and  further  details  of  this  service 
are  given  later  in  this  Report. 

(j)  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  isolation  are 
admitted  either  to  Kendray  Isolation  Hospital,  Barnsley,  or  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  Doncaster.  The  accommodation  provided  was 
adequate  for  all  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  which  occurred 
in  1954- 
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(k)  Maternity  Hospitals 

The  Maternity  Unit  of  the  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough, 
provided  accommodation  for  the  majority  of  expectant  mothers 
who  were  confined  in  hospitals  during  1954. 

In  the  whole  of  this  Medical  Division  during  the  year,  367 
of  the  518  institutional  births  occurred  in  the  Montagu  Hospital. 

Accommodation  was  also  provided  at  St.  Helen  Hospital, 
Barnsley,  and  Western  Hospital,  Balby. 


2.  MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE,  1954 

The  following  are  details  of  mental  health  patients  in  the 
Deame  Area  who  were  being  supervised  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts  during  1954: — 

Training  5 children  attending  Doncaster 

Occupation  Centre 

12  receiving  home  training 

15  attending  group  training 
classes 

Institutional  vacancies  . 9 vacancies  are  required  for 

adults  and  children 


West  Riding  Patients  ...  50  under  Statutory  Supervision 

12  under  Voluntary  Supervision 
3 under  Guardianship 
1 on  licence  from  Institution 


Hospital  Board  Patients  10  after-care  patients 


Mental  Health — General 

In  1954  more  progress  was  made  in  the  Mental  Health 
Service  in  this  Division  than  in  previous  years  but  the  greatest 
need  is  still  for  an  Occupation  Centre  large  enough  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  whole  of  this  Division.  Such  a Centre  would 
undoubtedly  ease  the  demands  made  for  Institutional  care  in  the 
District. 

Group  Training  Classes  are  held  weekly  at  both  the  Child 
Welfare  Centres  in  your  Area  as  follows: — 

Goldthorpe  Child  Welfare  Centre — Monday,  10  a.m.  to  12  noon 
Thumscoe  Child  Welfare  Centre — Friday,  10  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Taking  the  Division  as  a whole  these  Group  Classes  are  still 
expanding,  and  most  of  the  new  children  ascertained  are  in 
attendance.  Large  numbers  of  children  of  all  ages  are  being  trained 
with  a good  deal  of  success. 
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Sixty-five  children  and  some  adults  are  receiving  training  in 
the  whole  of  this  Division,  either  at  home  or  in  group  classes. 

After-Care  Service 

The  After-Care  Service  has  expanded  greatly  in  1954. 
Excellent  co-operation  exists  in  your  Area  between  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board’s  Authorised  Officers,  Psychiatric  Clinics  and  the 
Mental  Health  Social  Worker.  A total  of  38  visits  were  made  to 
after-care  cases  in  the  whole  of  this  Division,  and  of  this  number 
24  requested  that  the  Mental  Health  Social  Worker  provide  them 
with  after-care  service.  Ten  of  these  cases  were  resident  in  your 
Area.  All  school  leavers  who  were  found  to  be  employable  but 
who  were  in  need  of  further  supervision  after  leaving  school  were 
helped  to  find  suitable  employment  by  the  Mental  Health  Social 
Worker  in  liaison  with  the  Youth  Employment  Service. 

The  following  Table  sets  out  the  position  with  regard  to  all 
patients  being  supervised  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  in  The 
Dearne  Urban  District.  The  numbers  in  brackets  are  the  corres- 
ponding figures  for  1953. 


Div.  30 

The  Dearne 
U.D. 

1.  No.  of  defectives  ascertained  during  1954 

15  (8) 

7 (3) 

Total  No.  of  defectives  ascertained 

137  (141) 

65  (68) 

2.  No.  under  Guardianship  . . 

6 (6) 

3 (3) 

No.  under  Statutory  Supervision 

105  (110) 

50  (54) 

No.  under  Voluntary  Supervision 

26  (25) 

12  (11) 

No.  on  licence  from  Institution  . . 

2 (3) 

1 0) 

3.  No.  awaiting  Institutional  Vacancies 

20  (22) 

9 (11) 

No.  attending  Doncaster  Occupation 

Centre 

8 (9) 

5 (5) 

No.  being  home  trained 

30  (30) 

12  (16) 

No.  attending  Group  Training  Classes 

35  (35) 

15  (14) 

Reports  made  for  Regional  Hospital  Boards 

(Institutional  Patients) 

31  (17) 

12  (7) 

After-care  patients  (Mental  Hospital)  under 

Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service 

Act 

24  (13) 

10  (5) 

3.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

(i)  Health  Visiting 

# 

At  the  31st  December,  1954,  there  were  3 fully  qualified 
Health  Visitors  and  2 Assistant  Health  Visitors  employed  in  The 
Dearne  Area,  2 of  whom  were  authorised  to  use  their  private  cars 
on  official  duty. 
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During  the  year,  Health  Visitors  in  the  whole  of  this 
Division  made  40,861  visits  to  2,312  households,  and  attended 
1,573  Clinic  Sessions. 

Of  this  total  the  Health  Visitors  in  your  District  alone  made 
13,806  visits,  of  which  5,256  were  to  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

The  number  of  visits  in  1954  was  2,400  higher  than  in  1952, 
but  about  2,000  less  than  last  year. 

1954  was  the  first  complete  year  during  which  the  Health 
Visitor  took  over  the  visiting  of  families  where  there  was  a case 
of  Tuberculosis,  and  762  visits  were  made  to  these  households. 

A special  effort  was  made  during  1954  to  increase  the 
co-operation  between  Health  Visitors  and  General  Practitioners 
throughout  the  County  as  a whole.  This  co-operation  has  always 
been  evident  in  your  District,  but  to  ensure  that  the  best  possible 
liaison  could  be  obtained,  personal  introductions  were  arranged 
between  all  the  Health  Visitors  and  the  General  Practitioners,  and 
additionally  arrangements  were  made  for  the  installation  of  tele- 
phones in  the  homes  of  the  Health  Visitors,  so  that  the  General 
Practitioners  could  contact  them  more  easily. 

The  Quarterly  Meetings  of  the  Committee  for  the  correlation 
of  information  regarding  children  who  may  be  neglected  or  ill- 
treated  in  their  own  homes  were  continued  during  1954,  and  the 
Health  Visitors  attended  these  as  their  duties  are  concerned  with 
those  families  who  present  a social  problem. 

(ii)  Domiciliary  Midwives 

Five  Mid  wives  and  1 Relief  Midwife  were  employed  in  the 
Urban  Area  at  the  31st  December,  1954,  and  all  were  in  possession 
of  motor  cars  for  use  in  the  course  of  their  duties. 

Five  hundred  and  thirty-three  new  bookings  were  accepted 
by  these  Midwives  during  the  year  and  they  delivered  350 
expectant  mothers  in  this  period. 

Over  4,528  visits  were  made  by  Midwives  to  expectant 
mothers  in  their  homes  before  the  birth  of  their  children;  3,993  of 
these  visits  were  to  mothers  who  were  to  be  confined  in  their  own 
homes,  and  735  to  mothers  for  whom  bookings  had  been  made  for 
an  institutional  confinement. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  6,203  post-natal  visits  were  made 
to  mothers  confined  at  home,  and  314  visits  to  74  mothers  who  had 
been  confined  in  hospital  and  discharged  before  the  fourteenth  day. 
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Relationship  and  co-operation  between  the  Domiciliary 
Midwives  and  the  General  Practitioners  in  your  Area  continued  to 
be  very  good  during  the  year. 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia 

Of  the  350  mothers  who  were  confined  at  home  in  The 
Dearne  Urban  District,  270,  i.e.  77  per  cent,  received  Gas  and  Air 
Analgesia,  and  105  were  given  injections  of  Pethidine  Hydro- 
chloride. 

The  percentage  of  mothers  receiving  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia 
during  1954  showed  an  increase  of  15  per  cent,  over  1953. 


Applications  for  Institutional  Confinement 

Two  hundred  and  seven  applications  were  received  from 
expectant  mothers  in  The  Dearne  who  wished  to  be  confined  in 
hospitals  or  maternity  homes  during  1954.  Of  this  total  151  cases 
were  booked  and  56  declined. 

One  hundred  and  thirty  seven  bookings  were  made  at  the 
Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough,  10  at  St.  Helen  Hospital, 
Barnsley,  2 at  Western  Hospital  Balby,  and  1 each  at  Listerdale 
Maternity  Home,  Wickersley,  and  Moorgate  General  Hospital, 
Rotherham. 

The  shortage  of  beds  in  maternity  units  continued,  and  it 
was  thus  necessary  to  continue  the  system  of  grading  applications 
into  priority  groups,  depending  on  medical  and  obstetric  or 
environmental  conditions. 

4.  VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Facilities  are  available  for  the  immunisation  of  children 
against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  and  vaccination  against 
Smallpox  at  both  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  your  Urban  District. 
The  Clinic  at  Goldthorpe  is  in  the  medical  charge  of  Dr.  B.  R.  A. 
Demaine,  and  the  session  is  held  as  follows: — 

Monday,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

At  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Houghton  Road,  Thurnscoe, 
Dr.  F .J.  Boyle  is  in  medical  charge,  and  children  can  be 
immunised  free  at  the  following  sessions: — 

Monday,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Tuesday,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 
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In  addition  to  these  clinic  sessions  each  Family  Doctor  in 
the  District  can  provide  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and 
Whooping  Cough  and  vaccination  against  Smallpox  at  no  cost  to 
the  parents. 

Reference  to  the  following  Table  shows  that  less  than  one- 
third  of  the  children  in  The  Deame  Urban  District  under  the  age 
of  5 years  are  protected  against  Diphtheria  by  immunisation,  and 
this  is  not  considered  to  be  a satisfactory  level  of  immunisation  to 
maintain  the  present  position  whereby  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  have 
been  notified  in  recent  years.  Our  object  must  be  to  secure 
immunisation  of  not  less  than  75  per  cent,  of  babies  before  their 
first  birthday.  If  parents  leave  their  children  unprotected  there 
may  well  be  outbreaks  of  a severity  comparable  to  the  one  in  the 
Midlands  during  1953,  when  of  38  cases  reported,  3 children  died, 
and  none  of  these  had  been  immunised. 

It  will  be  noted  that  over  90  per  cent,  of  children  of  school 
age  are  protected  against  Diphtheria,  and  it  would  appear  that 
apathy  amongst  parents  over  this  matter  is  the  main  reason  why 
so  few  children  under  school  age  are  immunised,  as  apparently 
when  the  child  can  be  immunised  at  school  without  any  inconveni- 
ence parents  readily  consent. 

It  is  also  disturbing  to  note  a reduction  in  the  number  of 
children  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  in  1954,  only  27  having 
received  vaccination  compared  with  40  in  1953.  Here  again  in  the 
absence  of  any  outbreak  of  Smallpox  in  the  District  a certain 
apathy  to  vaccination  has  grown  up  which  must  be  overcome  if  the 
present  position  is  to  be  maintained. 

In  contrast  to  the  poor  response  from  parents  for  the 
immunisation  of  their  children  against  Diphtheria,  mothers  are 
anxious  for  their  babies  to  be  immunised  against  Whooping  Cough, 
and  the  facilities  offered  in  this  respect  continue  to  be  well  taken 
up.  No  doubt  this  is  because  Whooping  Cough  is  a complaint  with 
which  the  mother  is  familiar,  although  the  effect  of  it  cannot  be 
compared  with  the  deadliness  of  Diphtheria. 

Statistics  relating  to  the  immunisation  of  children  against 
Diphtheria,  and  vaccination  against  Smallpox  for  your  District 
during  1954  are  shown  below: — 
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5.  SECTION  28.  PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS  — CARE  AND 
AFTER-CARE 

Hospital  After-Care 

During  1954  Miss  D.  M.  E.  Goldthorpe  continued  to  attend 
the  Montagu  Hospital  Mexborough,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging 
hospital  after-care  for  cases  due  to  be  discharged. 

In  all,  103  sessions  at  the  Hospital  were  attended  by  the 
Liaison  Health  Visitor,  and  an  approximate  time  of  209  hours. 
Requests  were  received  from  the  hospital  authorities  for  back- 
ground reports  relating  to  215  patients,  of  which  154  were  com- 
pleted and  returned  to  the  Hospital. 

Miss  Goldthorpe  interviewed  78  patients,  41  of  whom 
required  some  assistance  after  their  discharge,  and  all  these  were 
dealt  with  satisfactorily.  In  all,  a total  of  246  patients  were  referred 
for  after-care  on  discharge  from  Hospital,  and  the  Public  Health 
Department  were  able  to  take  action  in  all  but  4 of  these  cases.  The 
action  in  the  majority  of  the  242  cases  consisted  of  assistance  and 
advice  by  the  Health  Visitor,  and  other  assistance  was  provided  as 
follows: — 


Assisted  by  Midwife 
Assisted  by  Home  Nurse... 
Home  Help  provided 
Rehabilitation  arranged  . . . 

Referred  to  Convalescent 
Homes 

Transferred  to  Hospitals  or 
Homes  for  Chronic  Sick 


2 cases 
33  .1 

13  - 

4 » 


10 


In  addition,  nursing  equipment  was  provided  for  2 patients. 

The  categories  of  patients  assisted  by  this  After-Care 
Service  ranged  from  premature  babies  to  the  aged  and  infirm  and 
the  blind,  deaf,  dumb,  crippled,  etc. 

Good  co-operation  between  the  Liaison /Health  Visitor  and 
the  Medical  and  Nursing  Staff  at  the  Montagu  Hospital  has  been 
maintained  throughout  the  year  and  the  scheme  has  ensured  that 
the  maximum  value  of  Hospital  treatment  is  maintained  after  the 
patient  returns  home. 


6.  SECTION  47— NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  no  recommendations  were  made 
by  me  to  the  Council  under  this  Section  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act  during  1954. 
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7.  HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


The  Domestic  Help  Service  continued  to  function  satisfac- 
torily and  expanded  during  1954.  In  all,  155  families  in  The 
Deame  Urban  District  were  provided  with  the  Service,  an  increase 
of  24  cases  over  1950.  It  will  be  noted  from  the  following  Table 
that  the  increased  demand  for  assistance  comes  from  the  homes  of 
the  aged  sick  and  infirm,  108  cases  being  assisted  in  1954  compared 
with  31  in  1950.  In  this  Divisional  Medical  Area  as  a whole,  55 
Home  Helps  are  employed  to  the  extent  of  approximately  60,000 
hours  per  year,  and  in  1954  they  attended  457  households. 


The  following  are  details  of  the  types  of  cases  assisted  by 
the  Home  Help  Service  during  1954,  and  the  comparative  figures 
are  shown  for  the  preceding  4 years. 


1954 

1953 

1952 

Illness  and  care  of  children 

of  school  age 

20 

24 

14 

Tuberculosis 

7 

7 

1 

Lying-in  and  care  of  expectant 

mothers 

20 

29 

33 

Aged  sick  and  infirm 

108 

84 

65 

i95i 

1950 

15 

38 

2 

3 

58 

59 

54 

3i 

8.  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Dr.  B.  R.  A.  Demaine  has  made  the  following  observations 
on  the  work  of  the  School  Health  Service  during  1954: — 

During  1954,  the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Service  has 
been  carried  out  as  follows: — 

Routine  inspections  of: 

(1)  Entrants 

(2)  Junior  Leavers 

(3)  Senior  Leavers 

Periodic  Inspections  also  for: 

(1)  Pre-nursing  candidates  for  entrance  to  Technical 
School 

(2)  Children  prior  to  holiday  in  camp 

(3)  Children  requiring  general  anaesthetic  for  dental 
treatment. 

(4)  College  entrants 

(5)  Handicapped  children 


26 


A Paediatric  Clinic  is  held  monthly  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  Mexborough.  These  give  the  opportunity  for  the  School 
Medical  Officer  to  discuss  difficult  cases  with  the  Paediatrician,  and 
the  interchange  of  data  and  investigation  lead  to  more  accuracy  in 
diagnosis. 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinics  are  held  twice  weekly  at  Mex- 
borough C.W.C.,  the  numbers  attending  varying  with  the 
incidence  of  illness  and  the  weather  conditions.  The  number  who 
attended  during  the  year  was  334. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat— All  cases  referred  to  the  Ear,  Nose 
and  Throat  Surgeon  have  been  examined,  but  there  are  still  cases 
on  the  Hospital  list  awaiting  treatment. 

Eye  Clinics — These  have  been  held  in  a three-weekly  rota, 
but  there  is  a considerable  waiting  list  for  examination.  It  is 
disappointing  to  find  that  many  children  come  to  school  without 
the  glasses  after  they  have  been  obtained. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation — During  the  Summer  Term  only 
booster  doses  were  given.  Unfortunately  the  percentage  of 
entrants  immunised  was  so  low  that  during  routine  inspection 
parents  were  asked  to  sign  the  cards  when  present  at  the  examina- 
tion. This  gave  a good  response  and  all  Infants’  Schools  in  The 
Dearne  were  visited  and  789  cases  were  immunised. 

Although  there  have  been  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the 
District  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  urged  that  infants  should  be 
immunised  before  their  first  birthday  so  that  they  are  protected 
in  their  most  vulnerable  years,  and  also  more  time  could  be  given 
in  school  time  to  more  examinations. 

Handicapped  Children 

These  include  the  children  who  are  blind,  deaf,  spastic, 
epileptic,  crippled  and  mentally  sub-normal.  The  problem  is  not 
in  the  actual  numbers  of  these  children  but  because  of  the  responsi- 
bilty  which  they  involve.  The  increasing  emphasis  of  recent  years 
upon  the  advisability  of  keeping  these  children  at  home  has  added 
to  their  responsibility. 

The  greatest  independence  compatible  with  the  handicap  is 
essential  to  the  full  development  of  the  handicapped  child,  and  to 
achieve  this  the  continuing  and  intelligent  co-operation  of  the 
parents  is  essential 

infestation  of  Heads — Far  too  many  cases  attend  clinics  for 
this  reason.  It  is  a serious  reflection  on  the  attitude  of  girls  due  to 
leave  school  that  they  should  be  so  lacking  in  social  sense  and 
personal  pride. 
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Child  Guidance  Clinics — Behaviour  problems  still  make  up 
the  largest  number  of  cases  sent  for  advice  and  treatment,  and 
teachers  fully  appreciate  the  help  and  co-operation  given  in  these 
clinics. 


Speech  Therapy — Each  district  has  averaged  50  clinics  per 
year  wtih  very  satisfactory  results.  Unfortunately  the  Speech 
Therapist  left  at  the  end  of  the  yea;  and  has  not  yet  been  replaced. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  basis  of  success  in  the  School 
Health  Service  is  the  understanding  watch  kept  over  the  child  in 
health  as  well  as  in  sickness.  To  achieve  this  object  there  must 
be  whole-hearted  co-operation  between  the  School  Medical  Officer, 
the  Health  Visitor,  the  Teacher  and  the  Parent,  and  as  School 
Medical  Officer  I would  like  to  thank  the  Health  Visitors  and 
Teaching  Staff  for  their  ungrudging  and  valuable  help  and  the 
parents  for  their  continued  interest  and  understanding. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases 
(i)  Notifiable  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis 

The  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  in  your 
District  fell  from  a total  of  419  in  1953  to  296  in  1954. 

Notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever  accounted  for  103  of  the  cases, 
and  this  represented  an  increase  of  27  over  1953.  The  majority 
of  these  cases  were  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  notified  during 
the  year  was  51,  slightly  less  than  half  the  number  notified  the 
previous  year,  and  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles  also  fell  by 
over  a half,  to  75. 

I am  pleased  to  report  a fall  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  during  1954,  when  only  one  case  was  notified, 
and  the  patient  was  left  with  no  residual  paralysis. 

It  is  also  pleasing  to  report  a decrease  in  the  number  of 
notified  cases  of  Pneumonia,  there  being  39  cases  reported  during 
the  year  compared  with  47  cases  after  correction  in  1953.  More- 
over, the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  was  only  three 
compared  with  a total  of  n the  previous  year. 

There  were  4 cases  of  Food  Poisoning  notified,  but  only 
three  of  these  were  confirmed,  and  no  relationship  between  any 
of  the  cases  was  established. 

Eight  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  were  notified  during  the 

year. 

I set  out  in  detail  below  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
received  during  1954,  and  a further  Table  shows  the  age  groups 
in  which  these  cases  occurred. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (CORRECTED)  1954 
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Under  1 year 

1 — 2 years 

3-4  „ 

5-9  „ 

10-14  „ 

15-24  „ 

25  and  over 

Total 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  1954 

DEARNE 


Diseases 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

After 

Correction 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

103 

102 

78 

_ 

Whooping  Cough 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (non- 

51 

51 

4 

— 

paralytic) 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Measles 

75 

75 

6 

— 

Pneumonia 

39 

39 

7 

3 

Erysipelas  . . 

7 

7 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection  . . 

3 

3 

2 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

4 

3 

4 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

4 

2 

— 

Dysentry 

Acute  Encephalitis  (Post 

8 

8 

8 

— 

Infective) 

1 

1 

1 

— 

(ii)  Tuberculosis 

Thirty -six  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  reported  in  The 
Deame  Urban  District  during  1954,  thirty-four  of  these  being 
Pulmonary.  This  represents  a decrease  of  5 on  the  number  of 
cases  notified  during  1953.  However,  the  number  of  deaths  from 
respiratory  and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  in  1954  shows  no 
change  on  the  numbers  recorded  in  1953,  i.e.  there  were  7 deaths 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  no  deaths  from  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 

The  All-Purpose  Health  Visitors  in  The  Deame  Urban 
District  in  their  first  full  year  as  such,  made  762  visits  to  families 
where  there  was  a case  of  Tuberculosis  and  a great  amount  of 
contact  tracing  was  undertaken.  They  also  attended  sessions 
weekly  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  Mexborough,  which  is  under  the 
medical  supervision  of  Drs.  F.  C.  N.  Holden  and  R.  L.  Sadler. 

Arrangements  were  continued  during  1954  for  the 
vaccination  with  B.C.G.  vaccine  of  children  living  in  households 
where  there  was  a known  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and 
since  this  scheme  started,  83  children  in  your  District  have  been 
given  the  added  protection  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  against  con- 
tracting Tuberculosis.  It  is  hoped  to  offer  B.C.G.  vaccination  to 
all  school  children  over  13  years  of  age  during  1955,  with  the 
consent  of  the  parent. 
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During  1954,  76  patients  suffering  from  active  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  provided  with  extra  nourishment  in  the  form 
of  two  pints  of  milk  daily  under  the  Scheme  administered  by  the 
County  Council.  Additionally  4 patients  were  also  provided  with 
beds  and/or  bedding,  to  permit  of  bedroom  segregation  from  other 
members  of  the  family.  The  National  Assistance  Board  were  also 
most  co-operative  in  providing  bedding,  in  circumstances  where 
the  patients  could  not  afford  to  purchase  this  themselves. 

Mention  must  also  be  made  of  the  Doncaster  and  District 
Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  who  have  provided  clothing 
and  items  of  food,  milk,  etc.,  to  patients  and  their  families  where 
financial  circumstances  have  made  this  necessary. 


Where  necessary,  recommendations  have  been  made  by  me 
for  the  priority  re-housing  of  families  where  there  was  a known 
case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  where  environmental  con- 
ditions were  prejudicial  to  a good  recovery,  and  I am  grateful  to 
the  Council  and  the  Housing  Manager  for  the  co-operation  I have 
received. 


During  the  year  meetings  were  held  between  Medical 
Officers  at  the  Chest  Clinic  and  the  Public  Health  Nursing  Staff  to 
discuss  ways  and  means  of  improving  the  services  provided  for 
the  control  of  Tuberculosis,  and  these  proved  very  helpful. 


The  County  Council  have  accepted  financial  responsibility 
for  the  maintenance  of  suitable  Tuberculous  male  patients  who 
were  accommodated  in  Tuberculosis  Village  Settlements  for 
rehabilitation. 


On  the  whole,  the  Tuberculous  patients  accepted  the  advice 
offered  by  Doctors  and  Nurses,  and  the  general  impression  I get 
is  that  the  public  are  slowly  beginning  to  recognise  that  Tuber- 
culosis is  no  longer  a disease  to  which  a stigma  can  be  attached. 


The  following  Tables  show  the  number  of  deaths  from 
Tuberculosis  recorded  in  your  District  since  1945  and  the  number 
of  new  cases  notified  during  the  same  period,  together  with  the 
new'  cases  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  last  year  analysed 
in  the  age  groups. 
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Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  (Registrar  General’s  Figures) 


Year 

Dearne 

U.D. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul. 

1954 

7 

1 

1953 

7 

1 

1952 

5 

— 

1951 

9 

2 

1950 

15 

— 

1949 

13 

2 

1948 

20 

1 

1947 

22 

1 

1946 

17 

1 

1945 

16 

2 

Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  (New  Cases) 


Year 

Dearne 

U.D. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul. 

1954 

34 

2 

1953 

40 

1 

1952 

29 

5 

1951 

26 

3 

1950 

20 

6 

1949 

38 

7 

1948 

38 

1 

1947 

26 

2 

1946 

18 

1 

1945 

19 

1 

DEARNE 

TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1953 
NEW  CASES 


Age  Periods 

Pulmo 

nary 

Non-Pu 

lmonary 

Years 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—5  

— 

2 

— 

1 

6—15  

2 

2 • 

— 

— 

16—25  

4 

4 

— 

— 

26—35  

4 

5 

— 

— 

36—45  

3 

2 

— 

1 

46—55  

3 

— 

— 

— 

56—65  

3 

— 

— 

— 

66  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

19 

15 

— 

2 
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DEATHS 


Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Years 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—5  

— 

— 

1 

— 

6—15  

— 

1 

— 

— 

16—25  

— 

1 

— 

— 

26—35  

1 

— 

— 

— 

36—45  

— 

— 

— 

— 

46—55  

1 

1 

— 

— 

56—65  

— 

— 

— 

— 

66  and  over 

2 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  . . 

4 

3 

1 

— 
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□EARNE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report 

of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent 

for  the  year  1954. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  DEARNE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I once  again  present  my  Annual  Report  covering  many 
details  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Department  during  1954. 

In  accordance  with  past  custom  a few  introductory  remarks  are 
made  herewith.  The  year  has  seen  one  or  two  changes  in  Public 
Health  work  notably  in  housing  inspection  and  administration 
brought  about  by  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954,  and  in  meat  inspection  due  to  the  Government 
lifting  control  from  fat  stock  buying  and  slaughtering  on  the  1st 

July- 


In  advance  of  new  legislation  on  housing,  slum  clearance  etc 
the  Department  had  already  commenced,  with  your  approval, 
inspection  and  survey  of  properties  in  the  Dearne  warranting 
action.  Repair  work  and  the  abatement  of  nuisances  have 
received  attention  particularly  with  the  advent  of  the  new  Housing 
Act  on  the  1st  October. 

The  increasing  number  of  caravans  used  as  dwellings 
within  your  area,  vans  and  sites  being  unlicensed,  was  brought 
to  your  notice  early  in  the  year.  Further  action  resulted  in  a 
very  great  improvement.  So  far  as  new  houses  constructed  within 
The  Dearne  during  the  year,  the  National  Coal  Board’s  housing 
scheme  at  Bolton-on-Dearne  was  completed.  This  comprises  a 
site  containing  692  houses  situate  North  and  South  of  the  Ingsfield 
Lane.  Two  hundred  and  ninety  one  of  these  houses  were  built 
in  1953,  and  the  remainder,  401,  were  completed  and  occupied 
in  1954. 
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Of  the  Council’s  house  building  scheme,  the  Whin  Wood 
Estate  at  Thurnscoe  consisting  of  230  dwellings,  202  had  been 
completed  in  1953,  and  the  remaining  28  were  finished  and 
occupied  during  1954.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  over  1,000 
new  houses  have  been  erected  in  our  area  by  the  Council  and  the 
Coal  Industry  Housing  Association  during  the  past  2 years. 

No  improvement  could  be  recorded  so  far  as  the  smoke 
pollution  problem.  Industrial  and  domestic  chimneys  continued  to 
pour  out  volumes  of  unburnt  gases  and  soot  to  the  detriment  of 
health,  property  and  vegetation.  At  the  year  end  you  were  con- 
sidering a summary  of  a report  presented  to  Parliament  by  the 
Committee  appointed  on  Air  Pollution. 

Food  inspection  throughout  the  year  has  shown  that  food 
handlers’  methods  have  improved,  and  that  the  quality,  soundness 
and  cleanly  state  of  the  wares  offered  for  sale  have  been  fairly 
satisfactory. 

At  times  my  monthly  reports  have  dealt  with  the  water 
supply  to  the  area,  at  one  period  shortages  occurred,  also  pollution 
of  the  water  said  to  be  from  the  supply  taken  from  the  Gold- 
thorpe  Colliery.  After  meeting  representatives  of  the  Deame 
Valley  Water  Board  improvements  were  noted.  The  hardness  of 
the  water  on  the  average  appeared  somewhat  excessive  while  the 
ligures  for  hardness  at  one  part  of  the  year  varied  considerably. 

A part  of  my  report  is  devoted  to  Public  Cleansing  — a 
service  which  functioned  fairly  well  apart  from  the  very  few 
occasions  when  bad  weather  and/or  illness  amongst  the  workmen 
caused  some  delay  in  the  collection  of  refuse.  The  work  and  that 
of  the  disposal  of  the  district’s  refuse  was  effected  without 
nuisance. 


Inspectorial  Staff 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector:  G.  H.  ALLEMBY,  C.R.San.I. 
Cert.  Insp.  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods,  Cert.  R.S.I.  Smoke 
Inspector,  Shop  Acts  Inspector. 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors:  W.  WEBSTER,  C.S.I.B. 

T.  DUFFY,  C.S.I.B.,  Cert.  Insp.  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Clerical  Assistant  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector: 

Mrs.  J.  HOPKIN  (resigned  19.6.54). 

Mrs.  A.  C.  SPATE  (commenced  12.7.54). 

The  salaries  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  District 
Sanitary  Inspectors  are  contributed  to  by  grants  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 
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Mrs.  J.  Hopkin  joined  the  Department  on  January  ist, 
1954  resigning  on  the  19th  June. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District 

During  the  year  the  following  inspections  were  made: — 

General  inspections  as  to  complaints,  nuisances,  etc.  ...  1,863 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  of  verminous  premises  ...  31 

Drains  tested  (smoke,  colour,  etc.) 5 

Reinspections  as  to  compliance  with  notices  etc 564 

Inspections  as  to  works  in  progress 34 

Contractors  seen  as  to  works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Owners  seen  as  to  works  55 

Inspections  in  reference  to  infectious  diseases  157 

Smoke  observations  56 

Inspections  of: — 

Grocers’  shops  ...  92 

Factories  58 

Bakehouses  ...  45 

Caravans  (tents  vans  and  sheds)  133 

Cinemas  57 

General  Shops  ...  81 

Tripe  Shed,  Maggot  Factory 52 

Allotment  killed  pigs  ...  in 

Hairdressers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

.Refuse  Tips  280 

Premises  re  rodent  infestation 308 

Food  preparing  premises  122 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Piggeries 17 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  251 

Swimming  Bath 4 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Markets  165 

Fried  Fish  Shops  24 

Food  Hawkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Slaughterhouses  and  Lairs  365 
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Notices 

Informal  notices  numbering  572  were  issued  in  relation  to 
matters  arising  from  the  inspections  and  in  63  cases  formal  notices 
were  served. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  462  nuisances  and  defects  remained 
on  the  books  and  1.928  had  been  remedied  during  the  year. 
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Action  Under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

Inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  nuisances  and 
defects  at  893  houses  while  defects  at  692  houses  were  remedied 
during  the  year;  in  connection  with  those  remaining  on  the  books 
further  action  is  pending. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  nuisances  abated  and 
the  defects  remedied  in  and  around  dwellings  other  than  Council- 
owned  dwellings: — 

House  Repairs 

House  Roofs  repaired  ...  22 

Eaves  spouts,  tall  pipes  or  vent  shafts  renewed,  repaired 

or  cleansed  35 

Fireplaces  or  ranges  repaired  or  renewed  22 

Sink  waste  pipes  and  sinks  repaired  or  renewed  14 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  19 

Windows  repaired  ...  23 

Internal  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  182 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  7 

Wash  coppers  repaired  or  renewed  1 

Hot  water  systems  repaired  ...  2 

Bath  waste  pipes  repaired  ...  3 

Boundary  walls  repaired  2 

Walls,  external  brickwork  repointed  ...  ...  19 

Chimneys  repaired  ...  7 

Yard  surfaces  repaired  or  renewed  4 

Outbuildings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Ashbins  renewed  408 

Drains 

Taken  up  and  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Opened  and  cleansed  92 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired  3 

Gullies  cleansed  or  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Water  Closets 

Obstructions  removed  13 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired  ...  9 

Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  30 

Flush  pipe  joints  repaired  3 

Pedestals  renewed  12 

Apartments  generally  repaired 5 

Outgo  pipe  joint  repaired  5 

Other  Nuisances,  etc.,  abated 

Houses  cleansed  or  rid  of  vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  ...  ...  7 
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Housing 


The  following  statistics  indicate  the  work  done  in  connection 
with  housing  during  the  year: — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  District 7,689 

Number  of  back-to-back  houses  included  in  above  ...  ...  Nil 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 1,034 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1,034 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above),  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  ...  ...  141 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  141 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  needing  further  action: 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  danger- 

ous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  47 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3)  (a) 

above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  987 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  700 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  63 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  25 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936 

(1)  Number  of  representations  etc.,  made  in  respect  of 

dwelling  houses  unfit  for  habitation  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  Nil 

(4)  Any  action  under  Sections  10  and  11  of  the  Local 
Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) Act,  1953? 

If  so,  what? Nil 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms,  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  62 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 117 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 538 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  7 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year 5 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  37 
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New  Houses 

5.  Number  of  new  houses  provided  during  the  year: — 

By  the  Local  Authority: — Permanent  type  28 

Temporary  type  Nil 

By  Private  Enterprise: — Coal  Industry  Housing 

Association  401 

Other  Development  ...  2 
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6.  Housing  Act,  1949 

Any  action  in  connection  with: — 

(a)  Section  4 — Advances  for  purposes  of  increasing 

housing  accommodation?  Nil 

(b)  Section  20 — Grants  to  persons  other  than  local 

authorities  for  improvement  of  housing  accom- 
modation?   Nil 

Action  under  the  Housing  Acts 
Houses  not  in  all  respects  fit 

Under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925,  and  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Amendment  Regulations,  1932,  141  inspec- 
tions of  dwellinghouses  were  made  and  particulars  recorded. 

The  introduction  during  the  year  of  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act,  1954,  which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st 
October  made  it  necessary  for  the  inspection  and  recording  of 
particluars  in  connection  with  a greater  than  average  number  of 
houses.  In  simple  terms  the  new  Statute  provides  landlords  whose 
property  is  in  good  condition  to  claim  a "repairs  increase’’  on  the 
rent.  Where  there  is  any  doubt  regarding  the  condition  of  the 
property  the  tenant  can  refer  the  question  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  The  efficient  operation  of  the  Act  is  partially  dependent 
upon  good  recording. 

Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

No.  of  applications  made  by  tenants  for 
Certificates  of  Disrepair 60 

No.  of  houses  inspected  and  particulars 
recorded  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

No.  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  granted  ...  40 

No.  of  Applications  by  Owners  for  Revoca- 
tion of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  ...  ...  — 

During  the  year  33  houses  were  made  in  all  respects  fit. 
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Clearance  Areas — Section  25  Housing  Act,  1936 

The  demolition  of  houses  in  the  Clearance  Area  mentioned 
in  my  1953  report — 42  and  44,  High  Street,  Bolton-on-Deame — 
was  in  hand  at  the  year  end.  Representations  regarding  the  unfit 
state  of  47  houses  Nos.  1-47  and  8-52  Ladycroft  Bolton-on-Deame, 
were  made  to  you  on  the  30th  March,  1954,  when  a Clearance 
Order  was  made.  An  objection  lodged  by  the  owners  resulted  in 
a local  public  enquiry  being  held  at  the  Council  Offices  on  the  31st 
August.  The  Order  was  confirmed  by  the  Minister  on  the  28th 
October,  1954. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

The  report  for  1953  mentioned  the  growth  within  your 
district  of  small  “shanty”  towns  — sites  on  which  were  parked 
inhabited  caravans,  a motley  of  types,  many  of  which  were  very 
unsatisfactory  “dwellings.” 

Early  in  1954  a report  was  made  to  you  wherein  the  follow- 
ing details  were  contained: — 

Number  of  Caravans  on  land  off  Nicholas  Lane, 

Highgate 14 

Number  of  Caravans — yard  attached  to  Halfway 
Hotel,  Highgate ...  4 

Number  of  Caravans  on  land,  Highgate  House 
Farm  3 

Number  of  Caravans  on  Dog  Track,  Nicholas 
Lane,  Highgate  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Caravans  on  land,  Farm,  Shepherd 
Lane,  Thumscoe  ...  ...  2 

Notices  to  tenants  of  caravans  and  to  the  site  owners  were 
sent  and  follow-up  action  under  Section  269  Public  Health  Act, 
1936. 

At  the  year  end,  I am  pleased  to  say,  the  sites  were  clear. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 


Type  of 
Convenience 
& Receptacle 

Bolton  and 
Goldthorpe 

Thurnscoe 

Barnburgh 

Total 

0/ 

/o 

1954 

Water  Closet 

5,021 

3,589 

39 

8,649 

99.97 

Midden  Pvy. 

2 

— 

1 

3 

0.03 

Total  Closets 

5,023 

3,589 

40 

8,652 

Ashbins 

4,690 

3,305 

40 

8,035 

99.95 

Privy  Pits 

2 

1 

1 

4 

0.05 

4i 


Hairdressers  or  Barbers 

Control  of  these  traders  and  their  premises  is  obtained  under 
Section  120  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers) 
Act,  1951.  The  25  registered  premises  were  inspected  regularly 
and  in  general  there  has  been  no  serious  contravention  of  the  law. 

Complaints  respecting  travelling  hairdressers  were  received 
and  investigated  but  no  contravention  of  the  section  was  proved 
and  no  action  taken. 


FOOD  SUPPLY 
Meat,  Milk  and  Other  Foods 

Vehicles  and  premises  used  in  the  food  trades  were  inspected 
regularly,  while  the  practices  of  food  handlers  occupied  the 
attention  of  your  inspectorial  staff. 

Public  opinion  can  influence  and  foster  those  engaged  in 
the  sale  of  food  to  adopt  cleanly  practices. 

Food  Premises 

There  are  within  the  area  the  following  premises  concerned 
in  the  storage,  preparation  and  sale  of  food:  Butchers  33,  General 
Dealers  102,  Greengrocers  20,  Confectioners  10,  Fried  Fish  and 
Chips  23,  Bakeries  8,  Off-Licences  10,  Public  Houses  11,  Clubs 
12, Chemists  6,  Dairies  1.  (See  remarks  later  re  Food  Hawkers.) 

Of  these  premises  74  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 
under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  while  3 are 
also  registered  to  manufacture  ice-cream  and  4 to  manufacture 
iced  lollipops. 

Under  Section  14  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  22  premises 
are  registered  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages,  or 
potted  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale  and  5 
premises  are  registered  as  slaughterhouses  under  Section  57.  One 
premise  is  registered  as  a dairy  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations  1949  to  1954. 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  of  registered  food  premises 
totalled  136,  80  visits  being  paid  to  ice-cream  premises  and  56 
visits  to  other  registered  food  premises. 

Further  particulars  respecting  food  sampling  and  details  of 
food  surrendered  as  unfit  are  set  out  later  in  this  report. 

The  disposed  of  food  found  to  be  unfit  for  sale  for  human 
food  has  been  either  by  burying  it  in  the  Council’s  controlled 
refuse  tip  or  sale  (by  the  owner)  to  a local  maggot  breeding 
factory.  In  all  cases  very  stringent  precautions  are  taken  to  see 
that  such  food  is  made  unmarketable  before  being  transported  to 
the  place  of  disposal. 
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Registration  of  Hawkers  of  Food  and  their  Premises 

Section  76  West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act, 
1951. 

Two  food  hawkers  were  registered  within  the  Dearne,  and 
one  premise  used  as  a store  for  food  intended  for  sale  by  a food 
hawker  was  registered  as  suitable  for  that  purpose  during  the  year. 

Eleven  Food  Hawkers  are  now  registered  together  with  8 
storage  premises  within  the  District. 

Vehicles  used  for  the  hawking  of  food  have  varied  widely 
in  their  construction  and  use.  Informal  action  has  been  taken  by 
discussing  with  some  food  hawkers  improvements  to  be  effected  in 
their  vehicles.  On  the  other  hand  some  food  purveyors  have  been 
in  advance  of  legislation,  and  for  years  have  used  vehicles  with 
proper  storage  for  the  food  and  washing  facilities  for  the  use  of 
the  operator. 

Public  Markets 

The  two  markets  in  the  Dearne  have  been  inspected 
regularly,  the  Council-owned  market  at  Goldthorpe  and  the 
privately-owned  market  at  Thumscoe.  The  public  lavatories  in 
the  Goldthorpe  market  provide  up-todate  washing  facilities  for 
the  market  traders  and  although  some  damage  to  the  conveniences 
has  been  suffered,  they  form  a very  necessaiy  improvement  to  the 
district. 

The  facilities  for  washing  and  the  provision  of  lavatories 
to  the  Thumscoe  market  commented  on  in  my  Report  for  1953 
have  not  improved.  Proposals  which  the  owner  put  forward  have 
been  delayed.  Throughout  the  year  the  markets  were  well 
attended  and  there  is  no  doubt  the  general  quality  of  the  foodstuffs 
offered  for  sale  has  been  good.  This  cannot  be  said  for  the  manner 
in  which  some  of  it  has  been  displayed — often  unscreened  and 
exposed  to  dust  and  flies. 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

As  mentioned  earlier  in  my  Report,  the  Ministry  of  Food 
control  on  the  sale  of  animals  for  slaughter  for  human  consumption 
was  lifted  on  the  29th  June,  1954,  and  private  slaughtering  com- 
menced in  our  area  on  the  2nd  July.  Prior  to  that  time  you 
considered  11  applications  for  slaughterhouse  licences  and  decided 
that  5 would  be  granted  for  a period  of  1 year.  The  premises 
concerned  have  been  used  consistently  since  relicensing  and 
despite  some  shortcomings  have  caused  no  nuisance.  A system  of 
meat  inspection  was  adopted  by  your  staff  conforming  to  Memo 
3/Meat  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  1952.  The  standard 
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set  by  that  Memo  was  enforced  rigidly  and  has  been  accepted  by 
the  butchers  slaughtering  in  the  district,  all  meat  and  offal  con- 
sidered at  the  time  of  inspection  to  be  unfit  for  sale  for  human 
food  being  voluntarily  surrendered. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle, 

excldg. 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

333 

121 

5 

404 

542 

Number  inspected 

333 

121 

5 

404 

542 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis— 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned . . 

43 

21 

Nil 

19 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis 

13% 

17% 

20% 

5% 

1% 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned . . 

31 

36 

Nil 

Nil 

16 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

10% 

30% 

Nil 

Nil 

3% 

In  addition  to  the  above,  in  “cottager”  pigs  were  killed 
and  inspected  during  the  year. 

Meat  Inspection 

The  following  list  records  the  meat  and  offal  rejected  as 
unfit  for  sale  for  human  food  during  the  six  months  of  local 
slaughtering. 

Beasts 


8o  pairs  Lungs  '• 

. . . 960  lbs. 

62  Livers  

...  873  lbs. 

25  Heads  and  Tongues  

...  752  lbs. 

34  Mesenteries  

...  340  lbs. 

1 Hindquarter  

...  154  lbs. 

7 Udders  

64  lbs. 

1 set  Stomach  and  Intestines 

60  lbs. 

4 Hearts  

16  lbs. 
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5 Spleens  

12  lbs. 

6 Kidneys 

11  lbs. 

2 Tails  

8 lbs. 

3 Skirts  (Diaphragms)  

6 lbs. 

Calves 

1 Carcase  and  Offal  (complete)  ... 

. . . 147  lbs. 

Sheep 

14  pairs  Lungs  

...  28  lbs. 

11  Livers 

22  lbs. 

Pigs 

12  Heads  and  Tongues  

...  128  lbs. 

15  pairs  Lungs 

48  lbs. 

9 Livers  

30  lbs. 

3 Mesenteries 

6 lbs. 

4 Hearts 

2 lbs. 

1 Spleen  ...  ...  

...  J lb. 

TOTAL— 3,667i  lbs. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933-1954 

Nineteen  licenses  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  were  issued 
to  slaughtermen  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  33  licensed  slaughtermen  in  The  Deame  Urban  District.  Two 
of  these  licences  had  been  issued  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
(Amendment)  Act,  1954,  both  licences  restricting  the  slaughter- 
men concerned  to  the  killing  with  a mechanically  operated 
instrument  of  pigs  only. 


UNSOUND  FOOD 


The  food  listed  below  was  surrendered  voluntarily: — 


Tomatoes 
Meat 
Fruit  . . . 
Vegetables 
Milk  ... 

Fish  ... 

Cream 

Jam  ... 

Golden  Syrup 

Soup  ... 

Orange  Juice 

Chutney 

Coconut 

Dates 

Sausages 

Cheese 


197  tins 
172  tins 
127  tins 
89  tins 
48  tins 
18  tins 
7 tins 
2 tins 
2 tins 
1 tin 
1 tin 
1 jar 
69  pkts 
1 pkt 
206  lbs 
184  lbs 
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Milk  Powder  56  lbs 

Boiled  Ham 19  lbs 

Bacon  14  lbs 

Tomatoes  6 lbs 

Ox  Tongue 4 lbs 

Luncheon  Meat  1 lb 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

Registration  of  Distributors 

Fifty-eight  retail  distributors  of  milk  were  on  the  register  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949  to  1953 

The  number  of  Licences  in  force  were: — 

Dealer’s  Supplementary 
Licenses  Licenses 

(a)  Pasteurised  Milk — 4 

(b)  Sterilised  Milk  9 3 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 

1949  to  1954 

The  number  of  Licences  in  force  were: — 

Dealer’s  Supplementary 
Licenses  Licenses 

Tuberculin  Tested — 1 

Sampling  of  Milk.  Biological  Analysis — Presence  of  Tuberculosis 

Routine  sampling  of  milk  produced  from  cows  in  local  cow- 
sheds for  presence  of  Tuberculosis  was  carried  out  during  the  year, 
although  six  samples  only  were  taken,  all  of  which  were  reported 
upon  as  negative. 

Public  Swimming  Bath 

Two  samples  of  water  from  the  Public  Swimming  Bath, 
Thumscoe,  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
examination.  One  of  these  was  reported  upon  as  unsatisfactory. 

Public  Water  Supply 

Once  again  shortages  of  water  were  experienced  in  parts 
of  our  area  at  times  during  the  past  year.  Samples  of  water 
showed  intermittent  pollution  and  a need  for  efficient  chlorination 
of  water  taken  from  a local  colliery.  Hardness  of  the  water  has 
varied  greatly  over  parts  of  the  year. 
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Ice  Cream  Premises 


Seventy-four  premises  were  registered  at  the  year  end  for 
the  sale  of  ice-cream,  including  three  which  were  licensed  also  to 
manufacture  ice-cream  and  four  to  manufacture  iced  lollies. 

Seven  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  examination  and  provisional  grading  showed  that 
two  of  these  were  unsatisfactory.  Follow-up  samples  from  these 
premises  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Brief  details  of  the  samples  are  given  in  the  table  below: — 


Sample 

No. 

Place 

Taken 

Date 

Taken 

Result  of  Methylene 
Blue  Test 

Provisional 

Grade 

Remarks 

A. 

Shop 

20.7.54 

Decolourised  in  2 

hours 

3 

Unsatisfactory 

B. 

Shop 

20.7.54 

Not  decolourised 

after  4 hours 

1 

Satisfactory 

C. 

Shop 

20.7.54 

Decolourised  in  2 

hours 

3 

Unsatisfactory 

D. 

Shop 

20.7.54 

Decolourised  in  4 

hours 

2 

Satisfactory 

E. 

Shop 

20.7.54 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Satisfactory 

F. 

Shop 

27.7.54 

Not  decolourised 

1 

Satisfactory 

G. 

Shop 

27.7.54 

Decolourised  after 

3£  hours 

2 

Satisfactory 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Enquiries  have  been  made  into  139  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  including  103  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  31  cases  of  Gastro- 
Enteritis,  1 case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  4 cases  of  Food  Poison 
ing.  The  distribution  of  these  cases  was  65  at  Thurnscoe  and  74 
at  Bolton-on-Deame  and  Goldthorpe. 

The  cases  at  Thurnscoe  comprised  50  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
12  cases  of  Gastro-Enteritis,  1 case  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  2 
cases  of  Food  Poisoning. 

The  cases  at  Bolton-on-Deame  and  Goldthorpe  comprised 
53  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  19  cases  of  Gastro-Enteritis  and  2 cases 
of  Food  Poisoning. 

Clearance  of  Choked  Drains 

Seventy-eight  owners  have  given  general  instructions  to  the 
Department  to  deal  with  blockages  to  drains  and  water  closets  as 
they  come  to  notice 
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Ninety-eight  drains  were  cleansed  under  this  arrangement  at 
a cost  of  4s.  6d.  to  each  owner. 

Offensive  Trades 

One  trade  only,  legally  termed  “offensive,”  was  carried  on 
in  The  Deame,  a tripe  boiler  with  premises  in  Goldthorpe.  The 
maggot  breeding  factory  at  West  Moor  Lane,  Harlington,  was 
regularly  inspected.  From  time  to  time  informal  notices  had  to 
be  given  to  the  proprietor  regarding  offensive  accumulations  and 
these  were  promptly  attended  to. 

Shops  Acts 

One  hundred  and  three  visits  were  paid  to  shop  premises, 
3 minor  contraventions  being  noted,  these  being  remedied  after 
informal  notice.  Contraventions  of  shop  hours  and  early  closing 
are  so  difficult  to  prove  under  existing  legislation  whereby  so  many 
exemptions  are  allowed. 


FACTORIES 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspection 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 
Secs.  1 , 2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to 
be  enforced  by  local  auth- 
orities 

16 

45 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  local  auth- 
ority 

34 

58 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Sec.  7 is  enforced  by  the 
local  authority  (excluding 
out  workers’  premises)  . . 

• 

TOTAL 

50 

103 

— 

48 


Supply  of  Ashbins.  Section  75,  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

The  Council’s  decision  to  provide  and  maintain  dustbins 
where  they  become  defective  in  lieu  of  requiring  the  owner  or 
occupier  to  do  so,  was  continued  during  the  year. 

This  service  is  chargeable  to  the  general  rate  of  the  district. 


The  ashbins  supplied  during  the  year  were 

as  follows: 

1954 

1953 

i.  Bin  renewals  to  privately-owned  houses 

398 

372 

2.  Bin  renewals  to  Council  Houses 

3.  Bins  provided  to  New  Houses 

129 

162 

(a)  Council  Houses — 28 

(b)  Private  houses — 403 

431 

640 

Year’s  total 

958 

IA74 

While  the  scheme  is  an  additional  item  chargeable  to  the 
Scavenging  Cost  of  the  district,  it  has  much  to  recommend  it.  Bins 
no  longer  remain  in  use  in  a defective  condition  for  weeks.  The 
scavenging  staff  handle  bins  of  a uniform  type  approved  by  the 
Council. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Sixty  treatments  were  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Depart- 
ment against  rats  and  mice  infestations  on  land  and  property  in  the 
district.  Poisons  used  following  pre-baiting  include  Arsenic,  Zinc 
Phosphide,  Red  Squill  and  Antu.  “Warfarin’’  is  also  used  as  a 
direct  poison  bait. 


Premises 

Number  of 
Treatments 

Infestation 

Type  of 
treatment 

Private  Houses 

46 

Rats  and  Mice 

Poison  and 
trapping 

Sewers 

5 

Rats 

Poison 

Business  Premises 

4 

Rats 

Poison 

Sewage  Works  . . 

2 

Rats 

Poison 

Library  . . 

1 

Mice 

Poison 

School 

1 

Rats  and  Mice 

Poison 

Refuse  Tip 

1 

Rats 

Poison 

Total 

60 

Disinfestation 

Fourteen  houses  were  treated  during  the  year  to  rid  them  of 
bugs.  The  rooms  were  thoroughly  sprayed  with  an  insecticide  and 
again  at  an  interval  of  three  weeks. 
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Seventeen  houses  were  treated  to  rid  them  of  infestations 
with  cockroaches. 

Other  infestations  dealt  with  included: — 

Silverhsh  — I house 

Ants  — i house 

Red  Mites  — 3 houses 

Moths  — 1 house 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(Referring  to  year  April,  1954  to  March,  1955) 

The  scavenging  of  the  area  was  undertaken  by  four  teams, 
although  the  staff  was  depleted  at  times  due  to  sickness  and  an 
inability  to  obtain  suitable  temporary  labour.  With  each  team 
operated  a Karrier  Bantam  Refuse  Collecting  Vehicle,  a fifth 
vehicle  was  maintained  as  a spare.  The  oldest  lorry  was  taken  out 
of  service  and  kept  in  the  depot  for  “spare  parts.’’ 

Weather  conditions  during  three  days  in  February  made  it 
impossible  to  undertake  the  collection  of  refuse,  consequently  the 
men  were  engaged  on  snow  removal  to  assist  the  Highways 
Department. 

In  considering  the  increasing  cost  of  the  service  one  must 
have  regard  to  the  trend  of  housing  development  in  recent  years 
whereby  the  means  of  access  to  premises  for  collection  of  house 
refuse  has  been  made  more  and  more  difficult  and  where  secondary 
access  is  non-existent.  Many  houses  have  a 20  to  30  yards 
approach  plus  a series  of  steps  .A  workman  covers  this  distance  4 
times  in  the  collection  and  return  of  each  dustbin.  The  “home 
coal’’  supply  system  is  not  conducive  to  a small  refuse  yield,  on 
the  contrary  there  is  no  great  incentive  to  save  fuel  and  thus  reduce 
the  amount  of  refuse  from  a house. 

The  recently  constructed  housing  site  of  the  National  Coal 
Board  at  Bolton-on-Deame  was  made  the  subject  of  a protest  by 
one  scavenging  gang  when  they  refused  to  remove  refuse  from 
houses  which  had  very  difficult  means  of  approach.  After  some 
consideration  additional  manual  labour  was  arranged  to  be  provided 
on  the  days  that  this  district  was  scavenged. 

You  agreed  during  the  year  to  the  workmen  being  supplied 
with  rubber  boots  ,and  this  item  was  added  to  the  list  of  articles 
authorised  as  “protective  clothing.” 

No  new  vehicles  were  purchased  in  the  year  1954  to  1955. 

The  maintenance  of  a weekly  system  of  collection  was 
difficult  at  times  throughout  the  year,  shortage  of  suitable  workmen 
being  a major  cause.  For  a short  time  overtime  was  worked  on 
Saturday  afternoons. 
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No  hired  team  labour  was  employed  throughout  the  period. 

One  very  important  change  took  place  with  the  organisation 
and  construction  of  a repair  workshop  for  the  Council  vehicles  and 
plant.  This  was  completed  and  in  use  by  the  17th  November.  It 
should  be  a step  towards  greater  efficiency  in  vehicle  maintenance. 
The  scheme  also  included  a mess  room  for  workmen  and  very 
commodious  brick  garages. 


Average  Estimated  Annual  Yield  of  Refuse  from  each  house 


Year 

Thurnscoe 

Goldthorpe  and 
Bolton-on-Deame 

1950 

1 ton  7.84  cwts. 

1 ton  3.73  cwts. 

I95i 

1 ton  6.87  cwts. 

1 ton  4.18  cwts. 

1952 

1 ton  5.20  cwts. 

1 ton  4.46  cwts. 

1953 

1 ton  5.25  cwts. 

1 ton  5.00  cwts. 

1954 

1 ton  8.85  cwts. 

1 ton  5.00  cwts. 

Loads  are  calculated  at  2 1/8  tons  each. 


Compared  with  the  average  weights  for  other  urban  areas 
the  figures  for  Deame  are  high.  Much  of  the  refuse  we  are  called 
upon  to  collect  is  combustible,  the  home-coal  system  is  not  con 
ducive  to  fuel  economy. 

Labour — Staff  Employed 

Four  lorry  drivers  were  regularly  engaged  on  scavenging 
and  while  20  labourers  were  on  the  books  as  scavengers  generally 
4 labourers  were  allocated  to  each  vehicle.  From  time  to  time 
additional  labourers  were  allowed  to  a gang  due  to  the  peculiai 
difficulties  within  an  area,  or  to  arrears  of  work. 

Two  tipmen  were  occupied  full-time  on  the  Council’s 
controlled  tip. 

One  man  was  engaged  in  the  baling  of  waste  paper,  sorting 
of  salvage,  and  cleansing  of  public  conveniences. 

The  Foreman  supervised  the  work  of  the  scavenging  staff, 
carried  out  disinfection  and  disinfestation  work,  rodent  control  and 
cleansed  all  blocked  drains  of  property  where  the  owners  have 
agreed  to  participate  in  the  Council's  scheme  to  liberate  such 
blockages. 


Refuse  Collection 

The  average  number  of  premises  on  our  weekly  collection 
list  for  the  past  year  was  7,920  for  the  district  of  Deame,  com- 
prising 4,667  at  Bolton-on-Deame  and  Goldthorpe,  3,213  at 
Thurnscoe  and  40  at  Barmborough.  The  number  of  receptacles 
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were  4,690  at  Bolton-on-Dearne  and  Goldthorpe,  Thumscoe  3,305, 
Barmborough  (Green  Lane)  40,  making  a total  of  8,035  refuse 
receptacles.  This  means  there  were  437  more  refuse  receptacles  to 
scavenge  weekly  as  compared  with  1953.  To  assess  the  amount 
of  additional  work  represented  by  these  increased  figures  one 
should  have  regard  to  the  introductory  remarks  to  this  section  of 
the  report. 

Trade  Refuse 

Nineteen  premises  remained  on  the  list  for  trade  refuse 
removal  and  a small  charge  was  made  for  the  service.  Collections 
made  from  some  businesses  consisted  mainly  of  saleable  salvage, 
paper,  cardboard,  etc.,  no  charge  being  made  in  these  cases. 

Clinker  and  refuse  have  been  removed  regularly  from  all 
schools  in  the  district. 

Collection  Cost  per  House 

The  annual  cost  of  collecting  refuse  from  each  house  and 
conveying  it  to  the  disposal  site  was  £1  gs.  iod.,  an  increase  over 
last  year’s  figure  of  £1  8s.  od. 

Wages  rates  rose  in  the  12  months  April,  1954  to  March, 
1955  as  follows: — Drivers  10s.  iod.  per  week;  Labourers  9s.  2d.; 
Handyman  and  Foreman  5s.  2d.  (The  approximate  rise  in  the 
rates  of  pay  of  workmen  directly  engaged  on  scavenging  repre- 
sented 7 per  cent.) 

The  cost  of  collecting  a bin,  emptying  and  conveying  the 
refuse  to  the  tip  was  approximately  7d. 

DISPOSAL 

Controlled  tipping  has  been  employed  solely  in  the  disposal 
of  the  district’s  refuse.  Much  trespass,  with  consequent  fires,  has 
been  our  experience. 

The  main  tipping  site  has  been  at  the  Recreation  Ground  at 
Highgate  Lane.  Bolton-on-Deame,  where  in  co-operation  with  the 
Council’s  Surveyor,  Mr.  F.  Baxter  the  level  bf  an  area  of  land  is 
being  lifted  to  form  a recreation  ground  adjacent  to  the  new  school 
now  in  course  of  construction. 

After  a sub-committee  of  the  Council  had  inspected  the 
disused  Bolton  Brickworks  it  was  considered  safe  to  fill  up  the 
many  old  claypits  and  this  w'ork  was  commenced. 
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SUMMARY  OF  LOADS 

Bolton-on-Dearne  District 

Lorry 

Loads 

(Including  Goldthorpe  and  Green  Lane, 

Barmborough) 

Highgate  Lane  Rec.,  Bolton-on-Dearne 

...  . . . 

...  1,912 

Brickworks  Site,  Goldthorpe  ... 

...  . • • 

50i 

Lidget  Wood  Tip,  Thumscoe  ... 

...  . . . 

329 

Sewage  Works,  Bolton-on-Dearne 

... 

8 

2,750 

Thurnscoe  District 

Highgate  Lane  Rec.,  Bolton-on-Dearne 



...  1,578 

Brickworks  Site,  Goldthorpe  ... 

...  • • • 

362 

Lidget  Wood  Tip,  Thumscoe  ... 

... 

266 

2,206 

Grand  Total  .. 

. 4,956  loads 

Expressed  as  tons  (2  1/8  tons  per  load)  *10,542  tons 

*This  is  the  first  year  more  than  10,000  tons  of  refuse  have  been 
collected  from  the  Dearne  area. 


Salvage  Incentive  Bonus  Scheme 

The  Salvage  Incentive  Bonus  Sheme  was  continued  during 
1954.  During  the  first  6 months,  January  to  June,  a workman  who 
was  employed  the  full  twenty-six  weeks  drew  a total  of  5s.  2d. 
only,  and  there  was  no  bonus  at  all  for  the  second  period,  July 
to  December. 

The  basis  of  the  scheme  was  altered  at  the  year  end  to  the 
extent  that  instead  of  the  sum  remaining  from  salvage  sales  after 
deduction  of  collecting  and  disposal  costs  (labour  and  materials) 
being  shared  equally  between  the  Council  and  the  workmen,  the 
first  £250  profit  in  a twelve  month  period  will  be  given  to  the  work- 
men; anything  above  this  figure  to  be  shared  as  before.  Obviously 
conditions  have  operated  to  the  detriment  of  the  scheme — primarily, 
labour  costs  have  risen  while  the  price  of  saleable  materials  has 
remained  steady. 

SALVAGE 

Year:  April  1st,  1954,  to  March  31st,  1955 

The  “mixed  paper’’  price  of  £6  10s.  od.  per  ton  was 
guaranteed  as  a minimum  until  the  31st  March,  1956.  On  October 
25th,  the  price  offered  for  this  material  went  up  10s.  od.  to  £y  per 
ton  and  from  1st  January,  1955,  the  price  increased  a further 
10s.  od.  to  £y  10s.  od.  per  ton. 


53 


The  ratio  of  mixed  waste,  fibreboard  and  newspaper  per  ton 
despatched  is  approximately: — 14  cwts.  mixed  waste,  5 cwts. 
fibreboard,  1 cwt.  newspaper. 

The  total  tonnage  of  waste  paper  sold  was  the  highest  since 
collection  started  in  1940. 


Materials  salvaged  and  sold  during  the  year 


Quantity 

Material 

Sales 

Tons 

cwts 

qrs 

lbs 

doz 

L 

s. 

d. 

1 17 

1 

3 

— 

— Waste  Paper 

878 

0 

5 

16 

2 

21 

— Rags  

20 

0 

6 

6 

3 

14 

— String  

2 

8 

2 

1 

3 

14 

— Non-ferrous  Metals 

7 

10 

0 

7 

2 

— Scrap  Iron 

2 

1 

3 

102^  Tins  

5 

2 

4 

118 

14 

2 

21 

102$ 

£915 

2 

8 

Since  the  Salvage  Scheme  commenced  in  1940,  £10,375  has 
been  recovered  from  the  sale  of  1.504  tons  of  materials  and  11,553 
dozen  tins,  bottles  and  jars. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING— COSTING  RETURNS 

The  Public  Cleansing  costs  herewith  are  reproduced  from 
the  table  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment as  required  by  them  from  Councils  of  County  Boroughs  and 
Metropolitan  Boroughs  and  of  non-county  Boroughs  and  Urban 
Districts  with  populations  exceeding  20,000. 

Scavenging  Costs 


(Note:  The  Cleansing  Report  deals  with  the  period  1st 
April,  1954,  to  31st  March,  1955.) 


Collection 

Disposal 

Total 

Revenue  Account 

L 

£ 

£ 

1.  Gross  Expenditure 

(i)  Labour 

7457 

2048 

9505 

(ii)  Transport 

4392 

257 

4649 

(iii)  Bin  Maintenance,  etc.  . 

1503 

29 

1532 

13352 

2334 

15686 
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2.  Gross  Income  (including  £Nil 


received  from  other  local 

£ 

£ 

£ 

authorities). 

22 

927 

949 

13330 

1407 

14737 

Unit  Costs 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only 

14  3 

3 n 

18  2 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport  only  .. 

8 5 

6 

8 11 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure)  per  ton  ... 

25  6 

2 8 

28  2 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population 

520 

55 

5/5 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises  ... 

1682 

177 

1859 

OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 

10.  Area  (statute  acres),  land  and  inland  water — 3,888  acres. 

11.  Population  at  30th  June,  1954 — 25,620. 

12.  Total  refuse  collected  (tons) — 10,650  tons. 

13.  Weights  (cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day  (365  days  to 
year) — 22.32  cwts. 

14.  Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is  collected — 7,920. 

15.  Premises  from  which  daily  collection  is  made — Nil. 

16.  Average  haul  (miles)  by  collection  vehicle  to  disposal  points 
(single  journey) — 2 miles. 

17.  Kerbside  collection,  if  practised,  expressed  as  estimated 
percentage  of  total  collection — Nil. 

18.  Total  refuse  disposed  of  (tons) — 10,650  tons. 

19.  Methods  of  disposal:  Controlled  tipping — 100  per  cent. 

20.  Salvage  and  Trade  Refuse.  Analysis  of  income  and  tonnage: 

Tonnage 
Income  Collected 
(included  in  (included  in 


Item  2) 

Item  12) 

Salvage: 

£ 

Tons 

Scrap  metal 

10 

1 

Waste  paper 

878 

117 

Other  salvage 

27 

1 

915 

ii9 

Trade  Refuse 

34 

450 

Observations — Public  Cleansing 

The  district  has  continued  to  grow,  a natural  sequence  being 
that  the  waste  has  increased  accordingly.  Throughout  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  4 lorries  were  engaged  regularly  on  refuse  col- 
lection supplemented  from  time  to  time  with  an  additional  vehicle. 
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Once  again  the  cost  of  the  service  has  risen  in  comparison 
with  the  previous  year,  wage  increases  for  workmen  being  the 
main  cause.  Approximately  three-fifths  of  the  expenditure  on 
scavenging  is  taken  up  by  labour  cost.  No  one  will  deny  that  the 
work  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  in  our  area  merits  a 
decent  rate  of  pay.  Throughout  the  whole  of  the  year  the  refuse 
yield  was  consistently  high. 

Comparison  of  costs  of  different  districts  should  be  made 
only  with  full  knowledge  of  the  work  entailed  and  the  service  given. 

Although  a rather  severe  winter  was  experienced,  on  only 
three  days  was  the  service  discontinued. 

Sites  for  disposal  of  the  district’s  waste  were  considered  by 
you.  The  disused  Brickworks  at  Furlong  Road  offered  opportunity 
for  many  years  of  tipping  by  filling  up  the  old  claypits  and  with 
your  approval  the  work  commenced  during  the  year.  There  is 
urgent  need  for  tipping  areas,  and  no  opportunity  should  be  lost 
to  reserve  available  sites  for  this  purpose. 

For  years  past  I have  commented  on  the  lack  of  facilities  for 
garaging  and  repair  of  vehicles  and  also  mess  room  for  the  work- 
men. In  November,  1954,  my  requirements  were  met  when  a 
very  well  equipped  repair  workshop  commenced  to  operate. 
Improved  garages  and  a simple  but  satisfactory  mess  room  com 
pleted  the  layout  in  the  yard  at  the  rear  of  Thumscoe  Public  Baths. 
From  its  onset  I have  found  the  work  done  in  our  repairs  shop  to 
be  satisfactory,  and  at  least  one  can  expect  efficiency  and  prompt 
attention,  very  necessary  assets  to  safeguard  the  important  service 
of  Public  Cleansing. 

Final  Remarks 

I cannot  conclude  this  report  without  recording  my  thanks 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  J.  Leiper,  who  resigned  his 
post  on  the  31st  January,  1955,  to  take  up  a very  important 
position  as  Deputy  Medical  Officer  to  the  West  Riding  County 
Council.  In  the  7 years  he  has  served  the  district  he  has  made  a 
valuable  contribution  to  improving  the  general  health  of  the 
populace  of  The  Deame.  My  staff  and  I have  been  happy  to  assist 
him  in  his  work  at  all  times.  In  the  same  way  we  hope  to  enjoy 
the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  Dr.  Demaine  who  has  taken 
over  the  duties  for  the  time  being. 

At  various  times  I have  had  to  rely  upon  the  goodwill  and 
assistance  of  Heads  of  Departments  and  their  staffs  and  this  has 
been  readily  available. 
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My  two  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  had  numerous 
additional  duties  to  perform  during  the  year  and  I have  great 
pleasure  in  recording  my  thanks  for  the  ready  way  they  have 
undertaken  all  work. 

The  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Council  are  deserving 
of  thanks  for  their  consideration  of  numerous  reports  and  their 
help  and  support.  I am  sorry  that  one  well  respected  member  of 
the  Council  who  had  showm  great  interest  in  the  work,  Mr.  C. 
Osguthorpe  died  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  H.  ALLEMBY, 
Cert.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


July,  1955. 

Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

B olton-on-Dearne . 
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